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Hello, my name is Celeste Cortez and I am a writer for The Haven Community and the Chief Financial
Officer. I enjoy writing because I believe that it is a great opportunity to express myself and what I
am truly passionate about. I am admired how you can see a person’s personality and character by
their writing. I hope reader’s can get a glimpse of who I am and what I love through what I put out
here at The Haven Community. Other than writing, I enjoy learning about science, especially
anatomy and biology. I also am a volunteer at The American Red Cross and The Youth Climate
Action Coalition.

Sophia May is a writer for The Haven Community and Team Leader of Team Opal. Writing is the best
form of self expression in Sophia’s opinion. If you really want to share how you’re feeling but you
don’t want your message to get lost in a knot of thoughts, writing is your best friend. And when
you finally learn how to express yourself, you can begin to excel in your life. Successful living
cannot be achieved without growth, and emotional growth cannot be achieved without self
confrontation. Sophia recognizes this and would like to help people live fulfilling lives, not for
others, but for themselves. Because, it’s only after you’ve made yourself happy that you can you
spread the positivity to others.

STAFF

Sienna You is the Senior Vice President of Writing and Composition at The Haven Community. In
her free time, Sienna enjoys playing volleyball, hanging out with friends & family, and

listening to BTS. As a part of The Haven Community, she hopes to express her feelings and
provide support for other teenagers..

Katelyn Villon is the President of The Haven Community. She is an artist passionate about
creating pieces with a deeper meaning. She wants to comfort others by conveying her stories

through her artworks. She wants to be able to help others by showing them they’re not alone
in this world, that there’s someone who understands what they may be going through. She finds

peace in piano pieces and gains inspiration in serene settings.



Establishing a Routine
 

As much as I enjoyed summer break and being able to do whatever I want, I craved a routine again. One
of the things I didn’t enjoy about summer was staying in bed all day doing nothing. So, once the school
year started, I got back into the groove of things and wasn’t bored as I constantly had something to

do. Going back to school forced me to wake up early, make sure I eat full meals, and get ready
everyday. I honestly love the process of getting ready every morning, as it starts off my day and

helps me feel energized and not groggy, as I did during the break. Like every other teenager, school
isn’t the most fun, but it beats being bored. I didn’t have to constantly look for stuff to do, as

school kept me occupied most of my day. And, of course, at home I do my homework, eat dinner, and get
ready for bed. As someone who gets bored very, very easily, establishing this routine for school has

not only improved my productivity, but my well-being as well. 
 

Socializing and Seeing Friends
 

The best thing about my first week of school was definitely seeing everyone and spending time with my
friends. Although I did go out a couple times with friends over summer break, seeing them everyday at

school provides me so much joy and school is definitely the foundation for my friendships. I also
loved meeting new people and talking to classmates I never got a chance to before. Even though I am

shy at first, I’m an extrovert at heart and have learned to socialize anytime I can. Following the
pandemic, I’ve felt so lonely at times so being in an environment where I can interact and converse

constantly is so beneficial for me. 

The Start of Junior Year
by Sienna You



Hopeful for the Future 
 

As everyone knows, junior year is the (arguably) hardest year of high school and I can totally see
that. As someone who has huge goals regarding college, I knew that this year would be the toughest.
I’m taking three AP classes and have involved myself in many extracurriculars. I know my plate will
be full this year but I honestly love challenging myself. I know that I’m capable of working hard so I

believe this year can go smoothly as long as I stay focused, motivated, and continue to work towards
my goal. Luckily, the extracurriculars and classes I’m taking each have meaning to me so I don’t see
it as work, but opportunities. Opportunities to learn and grow. I’m hopeful for my junior year and I’m

excited to make memories as my high school life is coming to an end. My first week went great, now
let’s hope the next are even better! :)

The Start of Junior Year
by Sienna You



Rebirth of the butterfly
by Katelyn Villon



[Anonymous Interviewee]
 

Hello [anonymous]! How was your first week back in school? Was
it Fun? slow? typical?

Hi Sophia! My first week was actually pretty good. I was glad to see my friends again and
there was nothing too intense that went on. 

 
How do you feel starting a new school year? You’re now a junior,
is it surreal or is this just like any other year in school for you?

Now that I’m a junior, I feel like I’m on the verge of giving up. There’s just so much
pressure like major exams and preparation for college applications. 

 
That's understandable. What are your plans for junior year?

Any new extracurriculars or clubs planned?
I’m president of a club and probably running for cabinet for a couple other clubs. I work

at a hospital for volunteer hours after school. 
 

What do you hope to accomplish by the end of this school year?
By the end of the school year, I plan to pass all my classes and exams as well as look

forward to more time to myself.
 

Thank you for answering my questions [anonymous]! We at the
Haven Community hope you enjoy your school year!

WELCOME BACK!
I NTERWIEW by SOPHIA MAY



New Circumstances
 

As the 2022-2023 school year begins, many students, including myself, have to get accustomed to a
different environment than the past 3 years. I am a senior now and it is no exaggeration to say that

my high school experience has been very unique. My freshman year was filled with meeting new people,
managing challenging high school courses, and news that COVID cases were rising months before
summer. My sophomore year was completely virtual. My junior year consisted of weekly COVID tests
and wearing masks. And now, my senior year seems to be back to normal. However, I still have to get

used to new teachers, classmates, and my academic classes.
 

My First Week
 

Nothing can ever get rid of the fear, anxiety, and stress that I get days before school starts. Even
after years of having first days of school, it is always hard to wake up early and go to school five

days a week after you have been home for months. However, surprisingly, my first week of school went
great. I was able to catch up with my close friends and get an idea on how my classes are going to be
throughout the school year. While I am sure that this school year will not always be as easy as the

first week, it was great to get used to these new circumstances.

starting this school year as a
senior
by Celeste CORTEZ



College Apps
 

Although many say that senior year is the easiest year in high school, seniors have to work on their
college apps while also juggling their high school classes and extracurriculars. To help myself out a

little, I was able to spend some time during the summer getting started on my applications. However I
still have much work to do such as completing and reviewing my essays. It is always encouraged to

have deadlines set for yourself on when to get stuff done. It will not only help complete assignments,
homework, and college applications on time, but it will help keep you organized and lower any stress.

 
Looking Forward

 
While I have no idea on how the future of my senior year will look like, I hope that the school year will go
by smoothly and that I don't overstress myself with classes and college applications. In addition, I am

looking forward to senior events such as prom, senior sunset, and graduation night. The idea of no
longer being in high school is scary but I plan on enjoying my final year as best as I can. No matter

your circumstances this school year, remember that you are capable of striving through any
challenges. I wish everyone a great and productive school year!

starting this school year as a
senior
by Celeste CORTEZ
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