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END THE VIOLENCE.



The Haven Community strongly believes that everyone deserves
emotional strength and their voices to be heard. In this
magazine issue, we stray from our usual topics to cover a
subject that we believe needs to be discussed. 

The Haven Community's Unified subteam, "Team Vermilion", 
 presents to you this project regarding America's gun violence in
schools. We hope you learn more by reading our magazine.
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Jayson Pimentel is the Chief Operating Officer for The Haven
Community and Team Leader of Team Vermilion. He enjoys playing
basketball, cooking, and being around friends. He is an optimistic
individual and always sees the positive in situations whether they may be
good or bad. He finds interest in meeting new people and likes to learn
about them and himself through the process. In these times where people
might not easily find positivity, Jayson wants to create writing that one
can come to for comfort and inspiration.

Sophia is a writer for The Haven Community. Writing is the best form of self
expression in Sophia’s opinion. If you really want to share how you’re feeling but
you don’t want your message to get lost in a knot of thoughts, writing is your best
friend. And when you finally learn how to express yourself, you can begin to excel
in your life. Successful living cannot be achieved without growth, and emotional
growth cannot be achieved without self confrontation. Sophia recognizes this and
would like to help people live fulfilling lives, not for others, but for themselves.
Because, it’s only after you’ve made yourself happy that you can you spread the
positivity to others.

STAFF

Claire Green is the Senior Vice President for Editing at The Haven
Community. She enjoys listening and playing music, reading, and

spending time with friends. Her dream is to be able to live in London.
She joined the Haven Community as a way to connect with others.

Katelyn Villon is the President of The Haven Community. She is an
artist passionate about creating pieces with a deeper meaning. She

wants to comfort others by conveying her stories through her artworks.
She wants to be able to help others by showing them they’re not alone
in this world, that there’s someone who understands what they may be
going through. She finds peace in piano pieces and gains inspiration in

serene settings.



The Issue

On May 24, 2022, a gunman walked into Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, carrying
an assault rifle. He continued on to kill 19 students and 2 teachers while also injuring 17 more
people before being fatally shot by police. After the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in 2012 and Virginia Tech in 2007, this is the third-deadliest school shooting. There
have been 74 attempted school shootings so far in the 2020’s alone. More seriously, it equates
to roughly one attempted school shooting every 2 weeks. In the past, it felt that school
shootings were the worst news you would hear. Nowadays, it appears that there are too many
incidents for the media to report them all. It's getting more difficult for everyone to
comprehend this issue as the alarming volume of occurrences rises. Some may wonder why
there are so many school shootings in the first place and why they appear to happen just in
America. It seems like everyone wants answers, but answering those questions can be difficult.

The Reason

Many ask why school shootings keep happening, but the answers are more complicated than
the question. The first reason would be gun ownership. The U.S has the highest civilian gun
ownership in the world, and other countries don’t even come close in that field. While it may
sound untrue, guns in the United States outnumber the number of people. It’s incomprehensible
to think that anyone in this country can get their hands on a gun without much difficulty.
Outraged civilians have pleaded for the government to pass on some type of gun-control
legislation, and they are still waiting to this day. While common sense suggests that increasing
restrictions on guns would lead to fewer school shootings, some Americans believe it is their
right to purchase and own firearms easily. Gun control won’t solve all of America’s problems
with school shootings, but implementing background checks and even assault-weapon bans
should be necessary in America if we hope to lessen the number of these deadly shootings.
Another reason that is believed to be a cause of these deadly shootings is the use of social
media. Social media, filled with fake news and noncredible sources, can easily brainwash kids
into thinking that violence is the answer. With the rise of cyberbullying and hateful attacks on
social media, some kids view violence as the only way to resolve their issues. These kids
respond to bullying by showing force and retaliating. America has ignored so many problems
in the past years. Now the ones who are suffering are innocent children, whose classrooms are
supposed to be their safe haven.

America and Its Problem
by Jayson Pimentel
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How Do School Shootings
Affect Students? 
by sophia may

The worst thing that students should have to worry about are their grades, but in this
day and age that just isn’t the case anymore. 

Threats of school shootings have become all too common for students to both hear
about and experience. It’s hard to imagine how anyone would choose to bring a gun
onto a campus full of adolescents. The outcomes of these tragic events are devastating
in all cases of school shootings. 

A shooting has the power to leave a whole community shaken up, but what about the
kids who are forced to experience it first hand? No single student has the same
response to experiencing such a traumatic event. Some may take their experience and
work to prevent the tragic event from ever happening again. Others may find
themselves shutting down, from the world and from themselves. A threat against one’s
own life is not a subject to be taken lightly, especially in the case of teenagers. 

Most teens consider themselves to be the center of the universe and with that comes a
sort of sense of immortality–that’s what causes them to perform foolish actions from
time to time. An unfortunate kid could find themselves to be on top of the world one
second and the next the weight of mortality comes crashing down on them. And no
matter how you respond to traumatic experiences, it’s agreed that all these different
responses occur because of that crushing weight, that realization that life is way more
fragile than people treat it. 

So, how do school shootings affect students? There is and there never will be a single
right answer. We just know that the effects of school shootings will include lasting
ramifications–for parents, teachers, communities, and especially for the students who
live to remember and deal with their experience. 
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Keep us Safe 
by Katelyn Villon



The Haven Community subteam, "Team Vermilion", worked on
this project to bring awareness to America's gun violence in
schools. Here are resources we'd like to share with you.

Sandy Hook Promise
16 Facts About Gun Violence And School Shootings
https://www.sandyhookpromise.org/blog/gun-violence/16-facts-about-
gun-violence-and-school-shootings/

American Psychological Assocation
Gun Violence: Prediction, Prevention, and Policy
https://www.apa.org/pubs/reports/gun-violence-prevention

National Education Association 
Talking to Students About the Texas Elementary School Shooting
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/talking-
students-about-texas-elementary-school-shooting

National Association of School Psychologists
Talking to Students About the Texas Elementary School Shooting
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-
podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-
children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers 

March For OUR Lives
Talking to Students About the Texas Elementary School Shooting
https://marchforourlives.com/march22/
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